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Course Number: GJBC05B 
 

Course Title: 
Simplifying Accessibility: Stock Component Strategies for Architectural Railings 

 
Provider: Ron Blank & Associates, Inc. | www.ronblank.com | 800-248-6364 

 
Subjects Covered in Course: (Learning Objectives) 

1. Discuss the benefits of utilizing stock components for architectural metal work, including 
resource efficiency, durability, recyclability, occupant safety, and their role in supporting 
accessible design 

2. Identify key engineering and design considerations for component systems to ensure products 
are specified and installed correctly for safe, code-compliant use, including alignment with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

3. Evaluate different profiles, metal alloys, and finishes of stock components to select appropriate 
solutions that meet project-specific design goals, performance requirements, and accessibility 
criteria 

4. Analyze case studies to illustrate how stock component railing systems can be applied across a 
variety of projects to achieve accessible, sustainable, and well-integrated architectural outcomes 

 
About the Author/Presenter: 
 

Brad Gaskins – Managing Principal– The McIntosh Group 
 
Brad is a partner at The McIntosh Group and a leading expert on accessibility. He has approximately 30 
years of experience practicing architecture. 

With expertise in the Americans with Disabilities Act and national building codes, Brad brings a unique 
and valuable perspective to The McIntosh Group’s practice and clients. Based on his deep love and 
understanding of codes, Brad has been accused of sleeping with a code book under his pillow. 

Brad is a California Certified Accessibility Professional (CASp), ICC Certified Accessibility Inspector and a 
past Certified Building Official. He represents The National Association for Convenience and Fuel 
Retailing (NACS) on the ANSI A117.1 Consensus Committee on Accessible and Usable Buildings and 
Facilities. This committee develops the national standard that guides building owners on accessibility. 
Brad also serves on the Oklahoma Board of Licensed Architects and the National Council of Architectural 
Registration Boards. 

Brad is passionate about all things related to ADA compliance not just because it’s the law, but because 
it’s the right thing to do. Helping people understand the real reasons behind compliance requirements 
and meeting them in a painless, efficient way drives his work. 

Brad is registered to practice architecture in 14 states including Hawaii and Alaska. He also is an AIA 
Continuing Education System provider and regularly provides consultation and leads presentations, 
seminars and webinars for professional groups regarding accessibility nationwide. 
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