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Subjects Covered in Course: (Learning Objectives)

Learn the history of the way the ADA changed and why the changes were made
Learn how to apply the standards on existing buildings

Lean how to apply the standards in altered buildings

Understand any exceptions
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About the Author/Presenter: Marcela Abadi Rhoads, AIA RAS is the owner of Abadi Accessibility, an
accessibility consulting firm that is dedicated to educating the building industry about the laws of
accessibility. She is the author of “The ADA Companion Guide” and “Applying the ADA” published by
John Wiley and Sons. She received her Architectural degree in 1991 from the University of Texas in
Austin. She is one of only 500 Registered Accessibility Specialists in the country and is considered an
expert in the field. Marcela is sought after by owners and architects across the country who look to her
for guidance to understand the accessibility standards throughout the design and construction process.
In 2011 she was nominated by the Texas Association of Mexican-American Chambers of Commerce for
the award of “Texas Top Hispanic Business Woman of the Year”. This year he is also presenting an
ongoing series of classes - Beyond the ADA, What Architects Really Should Know about Accessibility - at
the Portland Chapter of the AIA, for Oregon architects seeking CE units to comply with their California
registrations.




